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WHY THE HAT? WHY THE KERCHIEF?

Artistic Director | Galia Gavish

From the dawn of history, men and women of all
cultures would cover their head. The head covering was
a symbol of status, as well as an indicator of social status,
nationality, and cultural and ethnic affiliation.

Jews in all lands would wear a head covering according
to local custom. At times the king, prince or sultan would
order Jews to wear ludicrous or degrading hats in order
to emphasize their inferior status and to set them apart
from the rest of the population.

Black Hats — The Kapelush
According toone assumption, the origin of black hats with
wide brims goes back to the Jews of Spain and Portugal
who fled the decrees during the Spanish expulsion of
1492. Another speculation is that from the 16% century
onward, the Jews of Amsterdam would dress identically
to the local residents. In paintings from the Portuguese
Synagogue in Amsterdam, the Jews wear black hats with
wide brims. In other paintings of Jews in their homes,
they wear white or black skullcaps, and the women are
covered with white scarves like the Dutch women.

The community in Amsterdam was one of two established
Jewish communities. The second community was the
Jewish community of Livorno, Italy.

Communities from the east and west would send
Emissaries to raise funds and seek assistance for their
communities. The Emissaries would often remain in
Amsterdam for a long period of time, sometimes for as
long as three years. During their stay, they adopted the
local fashions. Upon returning to their communities in
Eastern Europe, they continued wearing black hats with
wide brims. Community leaders, considered the hats to

be a status symbol and emulated the style of black hats.
Over the years the fashion spread, becoming entrenched
in most Eastern European communities during the 19t
century. Until this very day, the ultra-Orthodox continue
wearing these hats. They state: “That which was once,
will continue to be.”

Contrary to Eastern Europe, when the Emissaries of the
Land of Israel returned home, they reverted to the local
clothes: a striped robe, and a fez or turban in accordance
with the fashion of countries which were ruled by the
Ottoman Empire.

The shape of the hat changed over the years according
to the dictates of fashion in the countries and cities
where Jews resided. A high hat with narrow brims; a flat
rounded hat with very wide brims.

Today avariety of hats (kapelushes) represent the number
of kollelim [yeshiva academies] that the believers belong
to. For example, the kapelush of the Lithuanian stream
differs from hats of other communities. It has a flattened
round skullcap with a wide brim. The hats belonging to
the Lithuanian stream changed over the generations
as is evident in the photographs of Rabbi Avraham
Aharon Prag, his father-in-law, and Rabbi Moshe Nachum
Vallenstein, the head of the Court of Justice of the ultra-
Orthodox community in Jerusalem.

The Chassidim are divided according to the courts of
the different Admorim [Chassidic spiritual leaders]. The
difference between the kollelim is marked by the hat's
height, width of the brim, and the side chosen for the
ribbon to tie the hat. These cultural fashion codes are
usually understood only by members of the community
themselves.

Some ultra-Orthodox groups wear a yarmulke (skullcap)
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under the kapelush. Others switch the kapelush to a
black yarmulke or a white one upon entering their home.
The diversity of hats and kerchiefs for head coverings
for the women reflects the number of cities and villages
where Jews lived. Men in Jewish communities imposed
harsh decrees on the women for religious reasons.
Various nations also dictated decrees in order to
humiliate the woman.

In paintings of Jewish life from Europe and the Ottoman
Empire, most of the Ashkenazic and Sephardic women
are depicted as wearing hats.

Head Coverings among the Ashkenazic Women

Jewish women in Christian Europe would wear scarves.

A married Jewish woman would shave the hair off her

head. The theories for this custom among Ashkenazic

women:

1. During the pogroms of the Crusaders (11t-12t
centuries), men ordered their wives and daughters
to shave their hair so they would not be pretty, as a
defense against the rioting Crusaders.

2. During the 18" century, Polish princes demanded
Jewish women to go out with uncovered hair. In
order to circumvent this decree, Jewish women
would shave their hair and then cover their head
with wigs, kerchiefs or hats.

3. Peter the Great, the Russian Tsar in the 18" century,
wanted to modernize his country. Among his
publicized edicts was an order for women to dress in
the latest style with exposed head and hair. Jewish
women shaved their hair in order to avoid revealing
itin public.

Anna Lebet writes in her catalogue:
“Over her scalp the woman would wear a tichel or bindel -
a bandagetlike kerchief. The kerchief of wealthy women

would be embroidered with gold and silver threads with
pearls and velvet around the edge.

“Later the fashion of wearing wigs developed. The wig
was made from wool and linen. Wealthy women made
wigs from women'’s hair which they purchased from
poor women. Women wearing a wig would tie a kerchief
over the forehead and over the kerchief a head-scarf. For
Sabbath and festivals, the head-scarf was decorated with
parts of metal, pearls and embroidery of flowers. When
they went to sleep, women wore white cotton head-
scarves with embroidery like lace.” (Judaica Catalogue,
Part 1, Fabrics. The National Museum of Cracow — Anna
Lebet Minkovska, curator.)

Merchant women in the marketplace wore a large
kerchief which thoroughly covered the neck. They tied
the edges of the kerchief under the chin.

A transformation took place during the Emancipation
in the 18" century. Initially it started in France, gradually
spreading within about a century to all European
countries. The transformation was evident in three main
areas:

Initially Jews moved to large cities in Europe, like Vienna,
Paris, Frankfurt and other cities.

Adherence to the rules of Western society included:
Conversing in the local European language instead
of Yiddish; Western attire; new types of employment,
mainly in the professions (lawyers, journalists, teachers,
bankers, artists and others).

In  Germany, the Enlightenment Movement was
established, and reached also Eastern Europe.
Enlightened families adopted stylish clothes and hats.
Enlightened women initially stopped shaving their heads
and wore fashionable hats. The process of change was
slow. Over the years traditional women stopped shaving
their head, but continued to cover their hair according to
the fashion of that period. (Today the custom of shaving
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Judaica Catalogue, Part 1, Fabrics. The National Museum of Cracow —
Anna Lebet Minkovska, curator



hair exists only in extreme Chassidic courts originating
in Hungary and East Poland.) In the cities, women
wore mainly hats, while in the villages and small towns
kerchiefs were worn for everyday use, and hats were
worn on festivals and the Sabbath.

Head Covering during the Ottoman Empire

A testimony to this period can be seen in paintings and
photographs from the era. Women are depicted wearing
Tokado hats (a small skullcap with a carton cylinder
covered with expensive cloth). They gathered their hair
in a kerchief under the hat. On the street, they were
required to wrap themselves with a kerchief over the hat.
Sometimes they were required to wear very high hats
with an additional kerchief that made the head seem
very large.

At home, women would wrap their head with a floral
kerchief, a Mantilla, which they would decorate with
needlepoint called Oya. In Sephardic communities, the
prohibition to reveal a woman'’s hair was only in the
public domain. Therefore Jewish Sephardic and Oriental
women did not cut their hair. In some communities
women exposed some of their hair at home. When they
left home they would hide all of the head except the face.
A woman who would not hide her head was considered
aloose woman.

Differences were found in Turkey, Greece or Yugoslavia
in how a hat was worn or a kerchief was tied. Sometimes
there were differences among cities. There were endless
variations.

In many communities, the woman tied two kerchiefs
around her head: one around the forehead and the other
above it and around the entire head with the knot tied
on the neck. (from the catalogue Sephardic Jews in the
Ottoman Empire, The Israel Museum).

In the Syrian, Iraqi, Kurdish and Persian communities,

women would cover their hair with kerchiefs. For
example, in Kurdistan they created a turban which was
similar to the men’s turbans with some hairs revealed.

Head Covering in Jerusalem

Very little is known about head coverings during the
Ottoman period. Some paintings depict Jewish men
wearing a fez or turban, and show women covering their
head with kerchiefs like a turban.

At the onset of the 19* century, immigration to the
Land of Israel began from Eastern Europe and Germany,
as well as from the Balkan countries. In the mid-19t
century, immigrants came from North Africa and Arab
countries. The majority of Jews were of Sephardic origin,
with each Oriental community becoming integrated
and adopting their customs including clothes. Due to a
debt of Rebbe Yehuda Chassid, Ashkenazic Jews did not
live in Jerusalem for about 100 years. Disciples of Rabbi
Eliyahu of Vilna (known as the HaGra) who arrived in
Jerusalem in 1812 changed their garments to Sephardic
ones including a turban on the head. Only in 1856, after
the Crimean agreement was signed between the five
great powers and Turkey, Ashkenazic Jews came under
the protection of the great powers, so they were able
to replace their turbans with hats according to their
European tradition.

Women also changed their clothes according to local
tradition. Hats were replaced by kerchiefs in Sephardic
style. In Jerusalem, the term Mantilla referred to an
elongated kerchief that was placed on the head and
draped over the chest. Black Mantillas were customarily
worn by Sephardic women outside; at home they would
wear any color they liked. Photographs show ultra-
Orthodox Ashkenazic women wearing black Yazmas
until the War of Independence.
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Chana Diskin, 1862-1949

She was born in the Old City of Jerusalem. She wore a tichel (a
small kerchief tied tightly to the head) and over it a long kerchief.
She married Simcha Shlomo Diskin, an artist, known as Yaniver. She
spoke Yiddish and Arabic fluently, and some Hebrew.

Courtesy of her grandson: Yosh Gafni and great-granddaughter Rika Gonen
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Twilight of the 19t Century

Pioneers at the beginning of the 20 century turned
away from the traditions of their elders. As a symbol they
started to wear the Tembel hat (a round brimless hat).
Women wrapped their head with small kerchiefs to keep
their hair in place only during work. In the Hashomer
organization, the male guards (notrim) would wrap
their heads with kafiyas like the Arabs as a “symbol of
integrating in the local region.”

The fighters of the Palmach and Haganah would wear
knitted hats in the winter.

During the British Mandate

In 1917, the British conquered the Land of Israel and
thus the British Mandate period began. European culture
made its mark on all aspects of life. European men would
wear felt hats with brims and two indents. Wearing
hats in the Land of Israel changed in the 1920s with the
immigrations of urban Jews from Central and Eastern
Europe. Those that wore hats were considered the elite
of society. Most of these immigrants were professionals:
physicians, lawyers, architects and clerks wore hats.
Colors of hats were determined by their purpose: White
for weddings and special events; black for funerals;
shades of gray or dark blue for every day. It was
customary to slightly tip the hat when greeting another
person in the street. Senior officials wore hats with black
cylinders at ceremonies and important events. These
groups looked down at the ultra-Orthodox. Immigrants
mainly from Germany and Austria would call these ultra-
Orthodox “Aust Jude” — Jews of the East (Europe). Their
hat styles set them apart from the groups of the Old
Yishuv.

The women wore hats according to the latest fashions
from their countries of origin. A woman of repute
would not go outside without wearing a hat. Among

the immigrants were hat makers (men and women),
a highly respected profession. They had catalogues of
hats from abroad and they would create custommade
hats. Films produced in Israel also influenced the fashions.
In the 1930s and 1940s, films depicted elegant women
gathering their hair in mesh. Women with long hair tied
it and covered it with a mesh. Traditional women also did
this, with the mesh replacing the hat or kerchief.

Groups of men and women who were religious but not
ultra-Orthodox, like Bnei Akiva or HaPoel Hamizrachi,
adopted this style. The men would wear a gray felt hat
and the women would wear hats and meshes.
Craftsmen would wear mainly berets. Students, artists,
authors and poets wore caps with visors (“kasket”).

The Hat at the Beginning of the State of Israel

After the establishment of the State of Israel, there
was a decrease in the amount of people wearing hats.
Secular people preferred to go around bare‘headed,
to differentiate themselves from the religious and to
emphasize their secular outlook.

After the Six Day War a new sector started to wear the
knitted skullcap — members of Bnei Akiva and the settlers.
A most interesting process took place regarding the hats
of men affiliated with the Shas movement (representing
North African Jews). After the immigration of Moroccan
Jews, many of them studied in Lithuanian yeshivas.
When Shas was established, they started to wear black
European-style suits and high black hats with wide brims
instead of the Moroccan fez. The black Lithuanian hats
probably originated with the Portuguese (Sephardic)
community in Amsterdam.

Presented alongside the hats, kerchiefs and historical
pictures, are photographs of Baruch Gian, a photographer
who photographed a series about hats and kerchiefs this
year.
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Photographer: Avraham Altshuler

Courtesy of Aharon Liron
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CUSTOM OF HEAD COVERING
AMONG WOMEN AND MEN IN JEWISH COMMUNITIES

Assistant Curator | Ora Pikel-Tzabari

When looking at pictures of traditional Jews in the 19%
century and the early 20t century, the head covering seems
like an inseparable part of the traditional Jewish garb.

In this article, | examine the source of covering the head
of both women and men, the development of the custom
and its appearance on the heads of Jewish women and
men in Jerusalem towards the conclusion of the Ottoman
period.

Source of Head Covering for Women:

Biblical texts do not mention head covering for women.
The priest would uncover the hair of the sotah - the
wayward wife (Numbers 5:18). The Sages learn from this
that a woman's hair was covered or gathered together
neatly (Tractate Ketubot, 72a).

From Biblical times there have been no archaeological finds
which indicate that women covered their hair. Remains of
hairnets (meshes) mentioned in the Mishna were found in
Masada and the cave of the scrolls dating back to Second
Temple times and the Bar Kokhba Revolt (1-2 century C.E.).
On some of the hair meshes, remnants of hair were found.
Of interest was the shade of the mesh and hair: Fair hair
was found on the fair mesh, and dark hair was found on a
mesh made of dark wool.

Hairnets were in use in the country during the Hellenistic
period for both Jewish and non-Jewish women. In the
Zodiac mosaic at the Beit Alpha synagogue, a hairnet ties
back a woman’s hair (6™ century).

The Mishna notes three different hairnets worn according
to the woman'’s age and occupation. Hairnets were worn
from childhood until old-age.

Talmudic sources indicate that the hairnet was part of the
standard dress of the Jewish woman during the Roman
period. A woman going out to the marketplace with her
hair uncovered would be liable for divorce and would
stand to lose the financial rights to which she is entitled
from the Ketuba [marriage contract].

The Mishna in Ketubot 7:a states: “And these women go
without a Ketuba: A woman who transgress Mosaic law
or Jewish custom.... And what is Jewish custom? She goes
out with her head uncovered, spins [thread] in the
marketplace and speaks with every man.”

According to Dafna Schlesinger (1), the woman would
gather her hair in a hairnet (similar to a mesh woven from
wool), or in a woolen or linen scarf cascading down her
shoulders and back and covering the hair.

Dr. Noam Seri (2) believes that halachic [Jewish law]
standardization regarding women'’s hair started during the
Middle Ages. Initially, the norm was probably for women to
cover their hair in the public domain (like the marketplace).
Slowly an increasingly stricter approach took hold and
women started to cover their head also in the private
domain.

In the well-known story of Kimhit (mother of High Priest
Rabbi Ishmael), she merited to have seven sons who all
served as High Priests in the Temple. She attributed this to
her covering her hair also in the private domain (Babylonian
Talmud, Tractate Yoma 47a).

Initially a stringency of individual women, covering the
head in the private domain slowly was perceived as the
norm. According to Dr. Seri the widespread accepted
custom became sanctified through the generations.

:7TNAWT M7'071 0M1271 D'W17 WNXIAA 107D A01n MNnan:i

WX AXXI 2771777 71T X7 10X . T T w0 11T 7V
/07X 72 OV 73701,;713 71101,1170

VY TIX N1DX7 701 WIRAOY 129N art7e a1aT
MYV N'UND IR (ONYND V17)7 7w 1'YN) WW'w 1Daoa
12217150 7R TWITIWT VWA IR NI0DW T1W0 1X 1NY

TIXT'DITIDD 117N D717 "N 7NNY 110,210 DY T
JWIRT VY 1127 T4

THYAI AWIRD W'Y 10 7w N1 X110 A A7'nna
SLNNT 7Y V2 1700 DX DX J(XNNT7 71w1) 012000
TN WA X (WK TIR TII027 1700 0w

,71T2 102 7XUNWT 110 7Y OINKR L TINN7 7Y 1000 T
WTZNA 1A 077171 0IA1DD 1WNWY 011 AYIW7 Nndtw
TN TN AR TVTY TIR A7D1DW 721 NIRT AN77T X
(X, TN ,XN1" 1150N 711 TINT7N)

DX DX TIDAMI TIT'N' 7Y 7INNAD A700W 1T Y1
WT7TN MM 7205700 301na M0 VT TYT7 0N
JUNTA 1NN

DI TNWAYT IR AIWIR TIX 27NN L,(12 7IXN) 0720
T TINDDA AN (WX MDD 17w
J7NN WX MDD TWT TN TR 17 1TIN X

7Y XTDIIR TIX 77N (IR0 732 13 1IXN) TN A0
TXTIINTI AR YO (7%7777V AXT 7)) TYIRT VY
TITINAWNN 11101 1ya0 7XWIDIN 7117Y1 7'Do™NM
.07y N7yl

XDN7 NWIRTT W "D JIX 10N 719171 0130 "N
T TNIRTT NI TIX 7N0N WY .10 7w N7
JIXT 1007 N7AR1 12200 1271 Q10 7w

NITN1 Wi D™D "2 772040 TIX XD TIIXRA7 171111 1201

MAX77{7'2 MIX | 1IWN MYIX

19711 NIXNNTIN O™ N10N DT 7¥ TNNNTI1 001N TWXD
71 {7702 11'1'U1 WX MDD 7INT 2071 TIXN0 TI'WR1
JTNIDNN TN 11770 1101

D'W17 WX MDD 7N X 71717 101X 17 ONXN1
D'W1 WX 7Y 121X TIXT A0INT TINMAAN0 1IX 01271
JIMINMYA 101770 17w1 0711 DT TI0 020

:D'W17 WX MDD 7N

017 WX D17 DIK 'K DUXI7NN 0'DD7La
,i1,02TN1) DI AWRI1 W'Y TIX Y10 1720w AT11Vin
T AWK VWY (X ,1V T TI20N) 771N 147'00 (18
.NIDX IR 110107

TIA7IIN D7171XIX D'RXNAN YIRD IXXND X7 71D TV
.0'WI17 WX MDD 7V 0TTNN X700

(1107 2-1 TIIXN) X121D 11 TN NQ177N01 1Y 7171 "N
W'Y TINDA0D T TIMIRT TNYNIT 1T¥N1 ,IRYN]
. TIYNI TIM2NNN (nwn)

1IVNN TINVYY T 172700 WYY7 TITRA TIY7N 7Y
I3 WY TIAT7 TNIA0 TN 1D ARKRTIA IXRYNDIY X0
A0 WY ATD ANXNA MW IN 1w a1

11 'DOM7010 TA177100 YR VIT W'Y 112101 wIn'w
J1M011 017 10 T 0w

TIIXO7 1711 XA7X 11'11 10127 T1'ANn M7tNa 7371 oa'ona
SR VWY TIR TITAIX 712100 TIX

.(6 IXN)

TIWIRIT 773 TIX INRTY TTY 71010 w17 TN TIWN0n
L1170 TV TIT7'D 1WAN1 712300 .0710'W1

77N AN 2A00Y TIN77 111 DUTINTIN IN7N0N
JUDINA 0217031 AT YR 7Y 0ITIDDN w1700
17'W0 wnw7 vl 717y VINa Wwa 71w7 WK TIXYD
JTIDAN YA TN7727230 11T JTIIRT1 Wiy
T3V 7217123 X7 JIXYTT 17X17 0,1, TN YN

12



Maimonides (12" century) obligates the woman going
out to the public domain to wear three head coverings: a
skullcap, a kerchief and a shawl. In the private domain, he
permits her to have a minimal head covering.

The Book of Zohar (probably the 13t century) reinforces the
notion of the eroticism of a woman'’s hair (“a woman’s hair
is indecent”). A woman’s hair was mystically demonized,
up to the point that it can potentially harm the family circle
and upper worlds.

In Europe during the Middle Ages, the covering of a
woman'’s hair was attributed to the original sin of Eve. Hair
symbolizes the body’s power and libido and thus society
struggles to suppress it.

Perhaps this underlies the difference between covering
hair in the East where it was an expression of modesty, and
covering hair in the West where it was seen as an attempt
to overcome sin.

Covering the head indicated the woman'’s family status.
Halachic literature presents discussions about the
obligation for unmarried women, divorcees and widows to
wear head coverings. Among Yemenite Jews and in some
Oriental countries — even unmarried girls covered their hair.
Covering the head indicated the woman’s status and
her being part of religious society, and furthermore — a
member of a specific group with its own unique elements.

Head Coverings for Women in Jerusalem at the End of the
Ottoman Period

Jerusalem at the end of the Ottoman period (19 century
— early 20™ century) was a mosaic of Jewish communities
and streams arriving in the city. In a period of flux, the Old
Yishuv was diverse and consisted of various streams. On the
one hand, were those who sought progress and modernity.
On the other hand, the zealots viewed Jerusalem as a
haven from the obstacles of modernity. Ashkenazic and
Sephardic Jews and other communities were influenced

by each other, as well as by their countries of origin.

The attire of the Jewish woman in Jerusalem is described
by travelers to the city (in writings, paintings and later on
in photographs). The modest clothing enveloped her body
from head to toe.

The woman’s modest garb was probably influenced
from the clothing worn by the Moslem woman. It was
mentioned in the Regulations of Jerusalem which were
unique to the city. First printed in 1842, these regulations
presented various regulations including some codified by
the Sages over the generations.

These regulations established Jerusalem’s image as a holy
city. Although intended for various communities, they
were not implemented in a uniform way.

Regulation for a woman’s dress code: (The source is
probably from the 18" century.)

“We unequivocally agreed that no Daughter of Israel and
even the elderly women shall venture to the marketplace
without a cover for their garments [called a lizar).”

We learn from sources that Jewish women who arrived
from Europe during the 19 century exchanged their
European clothes for simple and modest Jerusalem garb:
wooden clogs, a scarf, a sheet wrapped around the body in
the public domain, etc.

An important item of the woman’s attire is the head
covering which involves various customs.

In some Ottoman Empire countries, the majority of the
women covered their hair completely.

The identifying mark of elderly Ashkenazic women,
immigrants to the Land of Israel, were two kerchiefs tied
together (knup) to secure them on the head.

Following the chuppah [wedding ceremony], young
Ashkenazic women would cover their head with two
kerchiefs: a white kerchief and over it a colorful kerchief
made of wool or silk.
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Sephardic women would cover their head with a colorful
skullcap with fringes, a turban or a skullcap decorated with
coins on the forehead.

Adult women wore a small black cap, and the wives of
rabbis wore a long black scarf made of silk and decorated
with flowers.

Women in Jewish communities of the Ottoman Empire
revealed their braids under their scarves.

In contrast, the zealots, originally from Galicia and Hungary,
would shave the women'’s hair.

Rabbi Yuval Cherlow (3) states that the origin of shaving
was probably to avoid a barrier during immersion in the
mikveh [ritual bath]. “This means: In order to avoid the
worry over hair tangles during immersion in the mikveh, it
was most convenient to rule that there should be no hairs.”
Ashkenazic women would shave their hair the day after the
chuppah in a special ceremony: Shlayer vatshera [the feast
of the scarf and scissors].

According to Prof. Margalit Shilo (4): “When the zealous
rabbis intensified their concern over modernism, their
zealousness increased, and the shaving of the head
became the symbol of the Shomrei Hahomot [guardians
of tradition].”

The zealots would take drastic measures to impose their
opinion. Women who refused to shave their hair were
under threat of not receiving funds from the Halukah
[funds that sustained many Jews during the Old Yishuv].
For example, Prof. Shilo relates that Rabbi Sonnenfeld, the
rabbi of the Old Yishuv in Jerusalem, prohibited a father to
accompany his adopted daughter to the chuppah because
she refused to shave her hair.

Shaving the hair is perceived as one of the symbols of the
zealous Ashkenazic community in Jerusalem. Preserving
the unique character of the community was of utmost
importance, even up to the point of disrupting family
harmony.

Attitude to Wigs

Most halachic arbitrators strongly oppose wigs.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe recommended wigs, claiming that
it does a better job of covering hair than the alternatives.
He even approved of a special fund for purchasing wigs to
encourage women to wear them.

The Jerusalem zealots staunchly opposed wigs. A well-
known story is told about Tzippa Pines who went to the
synagogue in a wig on the Sabbath. One woman had the
audacity to spit on her, curse her and call her an apostate.
The zealots' opposition to wigs is understandable since
their society was on the defensive, viewing Jerusalem as
a place of refuge from modern society’s ills. Their concern
was that every change in attire (including head coverings)
would have a metaphysical influence on the destiny of
the entire nation. Therefore they allowed themselves free
reign to attack those who defile the country.

Women who went out in more modern clothes were
attacked by the zealots.

An announcement from 1920 expresses the frame of mind
of the zealots:

“The Daughters of Israel who go out on the streets without
a head covering, with exposed arms and bare throats...
This has brought a deluge to the world, and it is known
how great the punishment is for those who cause others
to sin and lengthen the Exile... Now it is in your hands to
bring the Redemption closer by improving your ways and
changing your garments to garments of Israel.”

Head Coverings for Men

The Development of the Custom among Various Jewish
Communities:

Initially the custom of covering the head was to enhance
individuals. It then indicated the status of the Sages, and
was worn during prayer. Covering the head later became a
standard way of identifying the traditional Jew.
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In the Bible, no mention is made of the man’s obligation
to cover his head, except for the priests who dealt with
the sacred. When describing the garments of the priests,
a turban for the regular priest is mentioned, and a special
headband is mentioned for the High Priest (Exodus 28:5).
In the writings of the Sages, the obligation to cover the
head is not brought up. Some of the Sages of the Land
of Israel said that there is no obligation to cover the head
during the reading of Shema Yisrael (VaYikra Rabbah, 27:6).
In the Talmud (Tractate Shabbat 156), Rabbi Nachman bar
Yitzhak's mother educates her son to have fear of God. Her
advice is for him to cover his head so he can have “fear of
Heaven.”

In Babylon the custom to cover one’s head developed
during Talmudic times with the purpose of showing
respect to God and honoring the Sages. Later on, probably
under the influence of nearby cultures, the custom to cover
the head during prayer spread to other communities.
Maimonides (12t century) ruled that one should not pray
without a head covering (Book of Prayer 5:5). He was
stringent regarding the obligation of scholars to cover their
hair throughout the entire day (Book of Knowledge 5:6).
Rabbi Avraham ben Natan Hayarchi (1155-1215), who
lived in France and traveled to Spain, states that covering
the head throughout the day was a “custom of all of the
people of Spain.” In contrast, a contemporary of his, Rabbi
Asher ben Rabbi Shaul of Lonil describes a different reality
where Jews did not cover their head.

Not all Jews covered their head.

Possibly in Christian Europe where it was customary not to
cover the head, Jews would also not cover their head. This
contrasts with Moslem countries where it was customary
to cover the head - so Jews followed this custom.

Jews did not live in a vacuum and were influenced by their
surroundings.
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Jacob Abraham Michael Ararat (Grinberg), 1935

wearing a hat Ashkenazic style, His wife, Hanna Rosa, wearing Yasma
and scarf Jewish Bulgarian style, and daughter Malka

Courtesy of Malka Nathanson Grinberg

Rabbi Yaakov ben HaRosh, known as the Baal HaTurim
(Toledo, 14" century, but with a family originating in
Ashkenaz-Germany) ruled that one must study with his
head covered. Yet his brother Rabbi Yehuda ben HaRosh
allowed the removal of the head covering while learning if
it disturbs one on a hot day.

The halachic status of covering the head is important. The
rabbis of Ashkenaz in those generations emphasized that
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Miriam Baguna with her two sons wears a Kurdish style turban, 1926
Photograper: Yaakov Ben Dov | Courtesy of Mrs. Leah Kleinman-Yona
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covering the head was considered a positive attribute (the
attribute of chassidut - piety), not a halacha.

The revolution in the Ashkenazic ruling started in the
ruling of Rabbi Israel of Bruna, one of the great Ashkenazic
halachic arbitrators (the 16 century). Rabbi Israel of Bruna
prohibited Ashkenazic Jews from walking about without a
head covering because of the prohibition “do not follow
their ways” [of the non-Jews].

Since the Christians would bare their heads in church, the
Ashkenazic Jews were careful to cover their head during
prayer.

In the Shulkhan Arukh, written by Rabbi Yosef Karo (16™
century), the Sephardic ruling is: “One should not walk
four cubits with a bare head.” This ruling spread to other
communities.

The Ashkenazic ruling of that generation was less stringent:
Rabbi Shlomo Luria emphasized that covering the head was
a chassidut attribute (and not as binding as halachic law).
Rabbi Eliyahu of Vilna (the Gra, 18" century) ruled that
covering the head is a custom of the Sages and those
dealing in sacred work.

The revolution among Ashkenazic Jews was simultaneous
with the Enlightenment movement (the 18" century). In
reaction to the Enlightenment movement which stressed
the leniency towards covering the head even during prayer
and the synagogue, the Ashkenazic and East European
halachic arbitrators started to become more stringent like
their Sephardic counterparts.

The origin of the name “yarmulke” for skullcap is “yirat
Shamayim/Malka” [fear of God/the King]. In order to be set
apart from the Enlightened Jews in an era of change, the
skullcap became the symbol for observing mitzvahs.

The Roman Jewish Community
The Roman community (descendants of Jews who arrived

in Greece and Rome during the Second Temple period)
preserves early customs which were prevalent in the Land
of Israel during the Second Temple, the Mishnaic and the
Talmudic eras. An example of this is the custom of the age
of marriage. Perhaps the fact that until the 20™ century
the men of this community did not cover their head
strengthens the idea that the obligation for men to wear a
head covering is a halachic development.

Men’s head covering during the Mamluk and Ottoman era:
Jews tried to integrate in their countries. The influence of
the surroundings on the lifestyle and culture of Jews in
various communities is evident in music, cuisine and attire.
At times this upset the authorities who attempted to set
the minorities apart from the rest of the population.
During the Mamluk period in the Land of Israel (1250-1517),
the Muslim authorities imposed restrictions regarding the
clothing of their Jewish and Christian citizens. The Jews
and Christians were forbidden to wear white conical hats.
They could only wear blue or yellow ones.

At the beginning of the 18" century, Rabbi Gedalya of
Simiatiz, one of the disciples of Rabbi Yehuda Chassid
states: “There is no nation that can walk with the green
shade in the land of Ishmael, except one that holds the
faith of Ishmael.”(5)

Notes:

1. Dafna Schlesinger. The Attire of the Jewish Woman in the Land of
Israel during the Roman Era according to Archaeological Findings.
Ramat Gan: 2003.

2. Noam Seri. The Attitude to the Channels of Sensual Contact
regarding Women in Jewish Halachic Discourse (A Woman's Hair and
Voice). Ramat Gan: 2007.

3. Areply to an e-mail, dated December 9, 2009.

4. Margalit Shilo. Princess or Prisoner. Haifa: 2001.

5. Avraham Yaari. Travels in the Land of Israel, p. 538.
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Rabbi Avraham Yitzhak Hacohen Kook, 1865-1935

wears a Spodek (fur hat)
Donated by Beit Harav Kook
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Rabbi Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, 1849-1932

Wearing a hat and holding a hat
Courtesy of Yad Yitzhak Ben Zvi archives
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Skullcap of Rabbi Yosef Chaim
Sonnenfeld, 1930s

Courtesy of Reuven Gafni
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Rabbinical Council of Warsaw, 1920s

Rabbi Cahana wears a Spodek (fur hat)
Other rabbis wear Cylinder hats

Among the participents: Rabbi Amiel, Rabbi
Yudovsky, and Rabbi Segaloviz from Danzig

Courtesy of Nehama and Gabriel Cohen
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Shofar blowing at the Western Wall during the
British Mandate, The shofar blowers wear black

skullcaps and are draped in tallit shawls
Collection of the Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum
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Avraham Aharon Pereg (1870-1921)

Avrum Aren was a great Torah scholar, but extremely poor.

After World War |, he was offered to teach Talmud in the

Yeshiva Mizrahi. He went to his father-in-law for his consent.
Moshe Mizrahi expressed his discontent with the Mizrahi, but could
not prevent his son-in-law from working. He gave his consent to
teach Talmud in the yeshiva, but added a warning that he should
not enjoy his work. Work is one thing and enjoyment is another!
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Moshe Nachum Vallenstein (1842-1922)

A member of the High Court of Justice of the Ashkenazic community,
and later was appointed a member of the High Court of Justice of the
great Torah giant, Rabbi Shmuel Salant.

He was well-liked and popular among the various groups and sectors.
They all paid him respect and appreciated him.
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Dignitaries of Jewish communities
in the Ottoman Empire, at the
beginning of the 20th century
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Brown velvet hat from Vienna, 1930s,

From the estate of Mrs. Leah Marcus
Courtesy of Dr. Rivka Gonen
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White hat made of sheep ful, in
Kozak style, 1950s
Donated by Puah Shalev-Toren
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Elegant black velvet skullcap from Paris,
decorated with a pearl pin,1930s

From the estate of Mrs. Antoinette sher-Simone
Courtesy of Aviva Scher and Joel Sher
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A hat with a feather was fashionable in the 1930s.

Antoinette Scher-Simone (1907-2000).

Came from Paris to Jerusalem in 1941.

Born in a totally assimilated family, she discovered Judaism and Zionism in the
early 20th century. She was among the founders of the Jewish Scouts movement in
France. On the eve of the independence of Israel and immediately after, she was on
a mission for the Jewish national institutions in North Africa
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Lady wears fur hat

and is wrapped in a complete fox
stole fur, 1920s

(including limbs, head and tail)
Donated by Simone Pauker
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Feathered hat from Central Europe, 1920s
Donated by Rabbi Lifshutz
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Woman's green Tyrol-style felt hat for winter with a pearl pin, 1940s
Manufactured by Trude Hats, Tel Aviv

Courtesy of Tamar Talisman
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Woman'’s straw hat with visor for the summer, 1940s
Courtesy of Tamar Talisman | Wig: Donated by Hut Hasa'ara wig shop
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Woman'’s hat made of felt and wool knit with a red pin
Donated by Shifra Cohen
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Hat box of an Austrian lady, 1930s
From the estate of Berta Talisman
On loan from Tamar Talisman
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Womans' straw hats for the
summer, 1940s
Manufactured by Trude Hats, Tel Aviv

From the estate of Berta Talisman
Courtesy of Tamar Talisman
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Woman's elegant brown felt hat for

winter with a pearl pin, 1940s
Courtesy of Tamar Talisman
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Elegant European-style woman'’s hat, 1940s
Donated by Shifra Cohen
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Wooden mannequins of a
hatmaker, 1940s
Donated by Avi Shacham
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Hats and Kerchiefs in Photographs
from the collection of the Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv
Court Museum
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Chief Rabbis — Rabbi Uziel and Rabbi Herzog, Batei Machseh

Square after prayers for the welfare of European Jewry, 1943
Courtesy of Prof. Yaakov Mimran
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Beggars at the grave of Shimon
Hatzaddik, 1927

1948 71 AN
A merchant woman and a buyer, 1948
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Anglo-Palestine Bank in Jaffa Gate, 1905
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A Yemenite classroom in the Old City
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Arab sellers in the market and a
Jewish customer
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An Ashkenazic merchant woman sells
sewing items
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Top right: Visit of the Sephardic

Chief Rabbi Yaakov Meir, Rabbi Eliyahu
Pardess and Rabbi Berman, inspector of
Mizrachi schools, at the annual exam at the
Sephardic Talmud Torah

Courtesy of Chanina Mizrachi
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Top left: The Rivlin Choir
Courtesy of David Rivlin

7v) DN WA 11 7W A1wX 510

1904 "My’ 11an
The first class of the Teachers Seminary of the
Ezra Company, 1904
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“Ha'ot” party, in honor of learning the

letters in an Ashkenazic cheder
From the estate of Shimon Barmatz
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Children near the entrance of a
kindergarten on Chabad St.
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Pulps from elementary school
studying nature out doors
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Yamani school for boys

45

X1N21 TN17 0dN T'NY7T
A scholar studies Talmud
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A Sephardic Jew kisses the hand of a
Sephardic scholar
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Players of the British Police
Orchestra wearing hats of the
guards with police symbol
Courtesy of Hana Peri and Moshe Haran
Phtographer: Yehuda Harrison
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Yehuda Harison in 3 hats: a helmet, a British

police hat and a turban
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Turkish soldiers in formation at

the Citadel of David

Photographer: Yehuda Harison

Courtesy: Chana Perry and Moshe Haran

A British Army ceremony in front of
the Government Printing

Press, 1930s

Phtographer: Yehuda Harrison

Courtesy of Hana Peri and Moshe Haran
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A photograph during the final battle before
the Jewish Quarter falls, Moshe Rusnak,
commander of the Jewish

Quarter standing second from right.
From the estate of Moshe Rosenak
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Fighters practice on a jeep during the War of
Independence in the Jerusalem area. Malka

Natanson, the signal operator.
Courtesy: Malka Natanson
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Bukharan woman

Wears a black hat and a kerchief over it.
The scarf is made of silk threads which
cover her entire body

Kerchief: Donated by Chana Herz

Hat: Donated by Shimriya Tzabari
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Tying a kerchief in the style of a Sephardic
domestic help

The kerchief: Donated by Rachel Vinigrad
Hairstyling and tying: Aviva Scher
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Tying a kerchief in the style of a Sephardic
woman

The kerchief: Donated by Baruch Shalom Gotlib
Hairstyling and tying: Aviva Scher
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A woman'’s mesh head covering

The mesh: Collection of the Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv
Court Museum

Hairstyling and tying: Aviva Scher
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Man wears fur hatand a heavy
wool coat with collar

and lined from beaver fur, 1920s
Donated by Bobby Louksemburg
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Hat kapalush 1940s'

Collection of the Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum
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A Sephardic woman in black

Mantilla -a black Scarf that is draped from the
head until the shoulders

Hairstyling: Aviva Sher

Collection: The Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum
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Bridal gown 20th

The bridal gown is hand made from lace,

satin with pearl beads and sequins.

The gown belonged to the Franco,

Elhassid and Fenizhal families.
Collection: The Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum
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Veil for bride
Handmade white scarf
Donated by Tamar Lischansky
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Two Silk kerchiefs of Sephardic

women for Sabbath, Turkish style,

beginning of 20th century

Kerchiefs with printed floral pattern. Addition of
embroidery "oya" handmade by the women
Collection: The Isaac Kaplan OId Yishuv Court Museum
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Center: Covering hair with two

kerchiefs by a Moroccan woman
Hairstyling and tying: Aviva Scher
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Left: Kurdish woman'’s kerchief

tied above the head
Tying: Yehudit Eshbal
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Right: Head covering of Kurdish
man, 2009
Tying of kafiya: Yosef Zaken
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Knitted hat
Collection of the Isaac Kaplan Old Yishuv Court Museum
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Tembel hat made of khaki cloth, 1960s

Courtesy of Puah Shalev-Toren
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A hat with a visor (cap), 1960s

Courtesy of Puah Shalev-Toren
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White Tembel hat, 1960s
Hand-painted by

Puah Shalev-Toren

Courtesy of Puah Shalev-Toren
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Four skullcaps

Belong to Rabbi Eliyahu Pardess
was Chef Rabbi of of Jerusalem

between 1962 -1972
Donated by his son Meir Oardess
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Street Photographs of Hats and |
Kerchiefs 2009 | Baruch Gian
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- Furster hat store

Workshop on Ben Yehuda St.
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Embroided skullcap for a boy
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A Moroccan Jew wearing a hat
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An Ultra-Orthodox Jew covers his
face with a hat
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Woolen hat with visor, 1950s
Donated by Malka Frank
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A Sephardic man wears a beret
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Kurdish man in traditional garb ; ) ; ; o o : . g \ Bukharan man in traditional garb
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E-! A woman wears a kerchief
B and smokes a hookah
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Prayering in the Western Wall Women - B .
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Prayering in the Western Wall Women
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Ethiopian men
Two wearin a wrap-around scarf, one wears a brown hat
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Ethiopian women

Wearing contemporary

had caver
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Knitted white skullcaps hanging on a line in Batei Ungarin, 2000




